59th ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF LOCAL DENTAL COMMITTEES

FRIDAY 18 JUNE 2010
LDC Conference Motions

A. PCT transparency and fairness for practitioners
1. Dorset LDC

Proposer: Jonathan Mynors-Wallis
Summator: Jonathan Mynors-Wallis

This Conference deplores the increased risk of contractual breaches under the new contracting arrangements and believes as a result that it is in the interest of all parties for the local dispute resolution process to be as fair and efficient as possible to reduce the risk of complex proceedings. 
This Conference notes, however, the inherent bias toward PCT officials within Contract Dispute Resolution Committees.

This Conference proposes, therefore, that local PCT Contract Dispute Resolution Committees must:

· be independently chaired 

· be balanced evenly between PCT officials and practitioners
B. Standardising UDA values

2. Bedfordshire LDC

Proposer: Anthony Lipschitz

Summator: John Laszlo

This Conference believes that the inequitable range of UDA values throughout the country penalises many dentists with low UDA values. Some dentists received large UDA values far in excess of the average practice on the basis of their activity during the test year. These practitioners now no longer provide the multiple crowns, bridges, etc. they once did, yet continue to reap the rewards while working under the same constraints as dentists whom were awarded lower UDA values.

This Conference therefore calls for an equitable UDA value to be set which would be standardised throughout the country.

3. Somerset LDC

Proposer: Gary Irvine
Summator: Gary Irvine

This Conference believes it to be inequitable that different practices within the same area should have different UDA values.
This Conference, therefore calls on the GDPC to negotiate with the department of health with the aim of standardizing UDA values on a regional basis.

C. Conference format and LDC representation

4. Devon LDC

Proposer: Malcolm Prideaux
Summator: Malcolm Prideaux
This Conference proposes that delegates who depart before the formal closure of the Conference forfeit their right to claim travel and subsistence.

D. Ring-fencing dental budgets
5. Leicestershire LDC

Proposer: Philip Martin
Summator: Philip Martin
This conference regrets that ring fencing for dental funding will cease in April 2011. Without protection for dental funding conference believes it is possible that PCTs will reduce their spending on NHS dental services. This conferences demands that ring fencing for dental budgets be continued past 2011.

6. Norfolk LDC

Proposer: Jason Stokes
Summator: Jason Stokes

This Conference is deeply concerned that many PCTs are failing to spend their full allocation of NHS dental funds. The funding of NHS dentistry was ring-fenced by the Department of Health specifically because of the importance of protecting NHS dental services for patients.

To ensure the continuation of these important services, this Conference calls for PCTs to provide accurate information to LDCs to support them in safeguarding NHS dentistry at a local level.
E. Inspection processes and decontamination
7. Somerset LDC

Proposer: Gary Irvine
Summator: Gary Irvine

This Conference regrets the imposition of HTM 01-05 in its present form. We believe many of the elements of the document have no evidence base and we urge the department of health to reconsider its decision to impose the document in its entirety without referral for NICE scrutiny.

This Conference, therefore, calls for submission of HTM01-05 to NICE for a review of the evidence base.

8. Avon LDC

Proposer: John Cantwell
Summator: John Cantwell

This Conference deplores the imposition of HTM 01-05 guidance document, as the evidence base has yet to be established.
This Conference demands that the Department of Health withdraws the document, halting the implementation of essential compliance pending the outcome of a review of the evidence base. 
9. Birmingham LDC
Proposer: TBA
Summator: TBA

This Conference calls on GDPC to negotiate with the Department of Health a single inspection of practices for compliance with Care Quality Commission, PCT clinical governance and cross-infection surveys to limit disruption to practices.

F. LDCs supporting dental charities
10. Norfolk LDC

Proposer: Nick Stolls

Summator: Nick Stolls

The British Dental Guild and Dentists’ Health Support Programme provide differing but vital support for the profession. As LDCs see a marked drop in the voluntary levies, their ability to support these bodies dwindles. 

This Conference calls for the GDPC to produce clear guidance on the regulations, in relations to LDC levy, and how levy money can be used to support the work of these essential organisations.

G. Practice sale and ‘goodwill’
11. Northamptonshire LDC

Proposer: Alisdair McKendrick

Summator: Alisdair McKendrick

This Conference notes that practitioners invest a great deal of money and time in their practice, in order to be able to provide NHS services.
This Conference, therefore, calls on the Department of Health to ensure that adequate compensation for practitioners is provided where the transfer of contracts has been prohibited by PCTs.

12. Birmingham LDC
Proposer: TBA
Summator: TBA

This Conference demands that the GDPC negotiate with the Department of Health the removal of Clause 12 from contracts, allowing contract transfers to be re-established and to allow future investments into dental practices as viable businesses.

H. KPIs and contracts
13. Northamptonshire LDC

Proposer: Alisdair McKendrick

Summator: Alisdair McKendrick

This Conference believes that all Key Performance Indicators are designed to lead to an improvement in health outcomes.

This Conference, therefore, demands that the funds associated with these measures must be provided in addition to the contract value.

14. Birmingham LDC
Proposer: TBA
Summator: TBA

This Conference demands that the GDPC act on illegal contracting by PCTs, including demanding the BDA to pursue legal challenges, if necessary.

I. GDC registration
15. Birmingham LDC
Proposer: TBA
Summator: TBA

This Conference requests GDPC engage the GDC to change removal from the register for late payment of registration fees, for cases with mitigation.

