14th May 2010

To:
LDC Conference Representatives and Observers


General Dental Practice Committee Members 

Dear Colleagues

I am looking forward to welcoming you to the Harrogate International Centre, on Friday 18th June 2010 for the 59th Annual Conference of Local Dental Committees.

In the first mailing you may recall that I had invited the Minister responsible for dentistry to address Conference, and you will be disappointed, though perhaps not very surprised, to learn that I have had no response to my invitation. I realise that this pre-election period is a time of uncertainty but the lack of even a response is, I feel, somewhat discourteous to the profession.

I was also disappointed with the number of motions received, but I am sure that even though few in number they will provide some quality debate. You will see from the draft agenda that we have updates on the important matters of the moment with notable speakers on Steele Implementation, the Access Agenda and CQC. All our speakers have agreed to question and answer sessions and those too will give Conference a chance to offer their opinion and give an opportunity for debate.

With these sessions particularly in mind, we have again arranged to have the electronic voting system, but this needs to be set up to reflect delegate’s voting entitlements.  If you have registered for the conference as a GDPC member but are also an LDC representative, please contact Denise Kenny on 01633 860400 or denise@carpedeem.co.uk so that the handset may be configured correctly.

The eve of Conference dinner will be held at the Royal Hall which is adjacent to the HIC, on Thursday 17th June at 7.00 for 7.30 pm. This year the after dinner speaker will be Dr Phil Hammond who will be well known to many of you from his television appearances and his column in Private Eye. I’m sure it will be an entertaining evening.

Dress for the dinner is black tie. If you have not yet booked tickets please call Denise Kenny on 01633 860400.  Please note that we are not sending out dinner tickets in advance this year as your confirmation letter will have indicated whether or not tickets have been reserved for you. If you have not yet made accommodation arrangements, you may wish to contact Fresh Reservations, the appointed agents, on 0845 310 3333.
We are sponsored this year by an impressive array of companies, with Dental Directory agreeing to be our Platinum sponsor and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our sponsors for their support in these tight financial times.

Finally, although we are mailing all the Conference papers to pre-registered delegates this year, we will also be posting papers on the LDC Conference website at www.ldcuk.org.  Any relevant updates will also be available on the site along with a report of the Conference after the event. 
I look forward to meeting you in Harrogate.

Yours sincerely
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Richard Emms

LDC Conference Chair
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