2009 Annex to the Chairman’s Letter
Guidance on Writing Conference Motions

On the day, the Chairman of the GDPC will update Conference on the latest developments. Following this there will be a short question and answer period, which should help to ensure that the GDPC can be held to account. 

Motions put forward will be grouped to facilitate the debate.
The GDPC portfolios are structured as follows:

· Policy (Executive)

· Remuneration

· Legislation

· BMA General Practice Committee

GDPC members are also involved in the following BDA Committees and fields of work:

· PDS

· Private practice

· Guidance to LDCs

· Education

· Pensions

· Information Technology                           

· Practice Management

There is no limit on the number of motions each LDC is able to submit but the LDC Agenda Committee reserves the right to reject any duplicate motions.  LDCs are encouraged to take care when choosing topics and when wording motions. Repetitive motions, which merely re-state policy, will be grouped together under each subject area and voted upon but not debated.  

Motions should be unambiguous and make a clear point or specific call for action. If you would like to refer to motions submitted at past Conferences, a list can be obtained from the BDA Policy Directorate.

Motions, which are not worded and printed clearly, will be referred back to the LDC for clarification, as they must be presented at Conference exactly as submitted. Taking care to print motions clearly, paying attention to spelling and punctuation, will make this process run more smoothly and to a tight timetable. Please ensure that all motions are submitted as soon as possible, and no later than FRIDAY 17 APRIL 2009 so that a full list of motions can be distributed to LDCs during the week commencing 11 May.

If you have a particular topic in mind but are unsure of how best to word a motion for debate please contact Will Newport at the Policy Directorate who may be able to provide guidance on 020 7563 4158; email: w.newport@bda.org.
Should you have any other queries regarding the conference please contact:

Conference bookings: Denise Kenny 01633 860 400; email denise@carpedeem.co.uk
Other Conference enquiries: Katherine Fort 01243 780615; email: Katherine.fort@btinternet.com.  
The latest information about the Conference, including motions from 2008, is available on the BDA website at www.bda.org and LDC website at www.ldcuk.org
