7 May 2007
To:
LDC Conference Representatives and Observers


General Dental Practice Committee Members 

Dear Colleagues

It was with some trepidation but huge pride that I accepted the position of Chairman for the 56th Annual Conference of Local Dental Committees. Now that it is nearly upon us, I am looking forward to welcoming you to the Hilton Metropole Hotel in Birmingham on Friday 8th June 2007.
The profession has put up with an awful lot the past year: Inconsistency, vague guidelines, inefficiency, incompetency and no understanding of daily life as a dentist either from the Department of Health, local PCTs or both. To help the delegates we will be providing the latest available information and providing a productive forum for discussion. As working conditions for dentists differ across the UK, we must listen and learn from each other.
It is only by sharing information that we have some chance of being prepared for the next onslaught from our own PCTs.
I have decided not to extend an invitation to the Minister responsible for dentistry, Rosie Winterton. This is partly because she has historically found it difficult to find time in her schedule to attend the largest political gathering of dentists in the UK and partly because I believe that as long as the Minister is not willing to discuss radical changes to the new contract then any benefit to the delegates from her attendance will be limited.

Instead I propose to hold a special forum called “Anybody but Rosie” and pending approval by conference, I shall be pleased to welcome Andrew Murrison MP, Shadow Health Minister for the Conservative Party and Norman Lamb MP, Shadow Health Secretary for the Liberal Democrats. They will both give a short introduction to their party’s views on dentistry and then there will be ample time for delegates to question and inform the speakers.
Following last year’s conference in London, the delegates indicated a preference to switch to outside London every second year. I decided to move this year to the Hilton Metropole in Birmingham. This is very centrally located, 5 minutes walk from Birmingham International train station and one of the few hotels that is able to accommodate us at a reasonable price.  The substantial size of the Hilton Metropole Hotel allows delegates the opportunity to attend the eve of Conference dinner, stay overnight, and attend the Conference, all under one roof.  
We are sponsored this year by an impressive array of companies and I thank them all for their support.  Special thanks to Denplan and Citation plc who are our major sponsors this year.

I look forward to seeing you at the Conference Dinner, to be held in the Hilton Metropole Hotel on Thursday 7th June, 7.00 for 7.30 pm.  Our guest speaker this year is Clare Short MP, a well known politician who helped Birmingham LDC during the lead up to the new contract. Dress is black tie.  If you have not yet booked tickets, please call Katherine Fort on 020 7232 0027 who will let you know if there are any remaining.  Please note that we are not sending out dinner tickets in advance this year as your confirmation letter will have indicated whether or not tickets have been reserved for you.

If you have not yet made accommodation arrangements, you may wish to contact Virtuoso, the appointed agents, on 01707 373 464.
Finally, as you know we are encouraging all delegates to register their details on the LDC Conference website at www.ldcuk.org.  LDC representative expense claim forms are available only on the website so please register as soon as you can. The report of this year’s conference will also be available here after the event.  Please note that your delegate badge, voting tickets and delegate bag will be handed to you at registration.
Yours sincerely
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Henrik Overgaard-Nielsen
LDC Conference Chair

